Tci-Thalley Horatd THE VALLEY TIMES  $an Joaquin Herald

TRI-VALLEY TIMES

BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 204 ANEDITION OF THE San Jose Mercury News $1.00
2.7 MILLION BAY AREA READERS WEEKLY INFRINTANDONLINE | UESday, September 25, 2012 24/7 NEWS COVERAGE ON WWW THETRIVALLEYTIMES.COM

‘It 1s an addiction. There is nothing like it. It's that twang,”

-1; '.:_.|'-_|.'|-._l.| STAFT PROTES
dehn Green, left, of Fiddletown, and Ed Rassman, of El Sobrante, play four-string banjas with members of the
Wineland Banjo Band inLivermore. The group is dedicated ta preserving the instrument and its musie.




FOUR STRINGS

OR FIVE?

The banjo originated
in Africa and most of-
ter had fouwr strings
until the 1830s,

whan a fifth, drone
SUring was added.
That instrument was
mdst pOpularaimong
bluegrass and folk
musiciars and is
mast often played
with rafling finger-
PICKICE.

The four-string
plectrum banjo was
designed fo cater
lostyles of music
invodving strummed
chords and guitar
style flat-picking. It
= featured in many
early |szz and rag-
time racordings and
arrangarnants.,

ONLINE EXTRA

-t sae g pho-
e (g gallery
and walch a video of
the Winetand Banjo
Band In action. or
view them together
at hitp//photos.
MENCUNYNeWs.Com,

four-string

Their ranks are thinning, but
Bay Area pickers try to keep
a once-popular banjo alive

By Robert Jordan
r,-:u"ﬁm atherwrreem RO, COm

LIVERMORE — Jim Bottorfl settles
into.a chair in his living room and a pack
of his fellow four-string banjo aficionados
pile in with him.

Some, like John Green, travel from as
far away us Fiddletown, a 200-mile round
teip to Livermore. Jun and Mury Raddatr
make the trek [rom Sunnyvale, and Ed
Rossman takes the weekly trip from El
Sobrante to rehearse with the Wineland
Eanjo Band.

ne by one, each banjo player follows
Bottoril's foot-tapping lead until all eight
hanjos and two washbonrds are deep into
“Coney lsland Washbeard." .
“It'sa freaking disease,” said Green, 84,

sang

This colorful
design adorms
the back of
the banjo
playad by Jim
Bottorif, of
Livermore,
founder of
the Wineland
Banjo Band.

the eldest member of the band, who has
come each week since BottoriT founded
the group in 2007, “It is an sddiction.
There is nothing fike it. It's that twang.”

For the past seven deendes, Bottorif
and a shrinking group of fellow four-string
banjo plavers have been keeping alive an
m: of nﬂmie with a mundthgt jalls some-
where between twangy and percussive
and that has long been (orgotten by the
mainsiream,

See BANJO, Page 10
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Banjo
Continued from Page |

“The beauty of it is you
can play it soft or loud, and
vou don't need el
waid Bottorff, who .'.‘I:alted
playing tha ban,p in the |ate
bla 0 Dans gesmes i e

m the
1970s at Cal's Eﬁﬁt‘ﬁ House
in San Rafael. “You don't
need any power to get mu-

sie out of it.”

The fourstring
was once rampant in

Bay Ares during the 1960z |

and 19703 with more than
&4 banjo groups and

in évery corner of the region
to enjov the musie,

Four-string heyday

While the [ive-string
banjo has seen its popularity
grow over the vears thanks
to the likes of Steve Mar-
tin, the movie “0O Brother,
popair txosday Hatchy
mﬂr Bluegrass Festival
in Gﬂiden Gate Park, the
four-siring is to
keepitamﬂimmnnd%
&ia

Today, there are fewer
than a dozen four-string
groups and even fewer ven-
ues in the Bay Area, Bot-
torfl said,

“The style that Jim and
his people play is a nostalgic
style that they have endeav-
ored to keep alive,” said
Julinny Baier, the executive
direcior of the American
EﬂmuMuEEIJmhﬂkla]ﬂnu

At

?rln the 1920s, the plec-

trum banjo (four-string)

L.

With shotgun shells on his

Livermore, plays a washboa

?-’HL;:}LI::E ﬁ eleﬁﬁ;e gruitar
is today, and Eddie Peabody
wis like Bruee Springsteen,
and that s not an exaggera-
tion. That iz how (the plec-
trum banjo) was Lied to Uhe
mainstream pop, and singe
g;it}, it has never regaines
popularity.”

It carme cloze in the 1960s
and 1970s, especially in the
Bnym-ea when post-World
War I1 veteruns flocked

to the region and hoped Lo

MORE INFORMATION ON -
WINELAND BANJO BAND

For details. go to wwwjbotl.
comAwinelandeanjoband.
hEmi.

suls Banjo Bard and a 2003
inductee of the Natonal
FmrSh'ingH.lilu F:lme.

o m: for the

pnumndcﬂndeanshmh

" | a teacher and critically ac-

-l‘ !
el

DO DLRAMSTAFF

ers and a wnistle in his mouth, Wineland Eanjo Band member Paul Knechth, of
fitteo with a cowbell, wood bleck and Bicycle homn.

reclaim the enrefree
ol the music from the
anel 19508, Baier said,

‘The 1920= was when rag-
time music found its way
into jozz bands, ancd Che five-
string banjo players needed
a way for it to stand out
They began playing their
harijos like mitars.ﬁu
them with a plecirum pic
ana that (th string ot in
the way.

As  four-string  banjos

t started to come on the miare

ket, it gave mmndolin play-
er's a pew instrument to
be leard during the dance
Craze.

“When see  (four-
string banjo) groups out
there, they are preserva-
tiomists in nature and are
favoring a styvle of music
and banio thal had its hey-
diy,"” Bajer said of the banjo
musCum.

The craflt of the music

i# not lost on today’s audi-
ence.

At o recent Wineland
Banjo Band show, a fan left
the group the following note
on & napkin at Harry's Hof-
brau in Livermore.

“Thank vou =0 much!"
the anon s note read.
“You are like the monks who

Western Culture

Lhmughﬂ‘btﬂﬂl‘kﬁg&a.

awa, o

Lime mmﬂ:u* of I;he Penm-

claimed player.
Young players wanted

Tagawa still plavs once
week with the Peninsula
band at Har~v's Hofbirau in
San Jmi.ln.;ml' wihen he's not
playing he's teaching stu-
dents, moat in their solden
years,
“Teaching the banjo is
oy K S
under 40 vears old,”
said. “Most of my
students are over 50 years
old, nntiﬂ'reydecuiedtnplag
aller'they retired.”
"l‘he Wineland DBanjo
Band knows the challen
of an aging poal of fsns% . l';E
was founded wi
mﬁ. and since then
two have died. Bottorlf

started playing the banjo in
1858, he was the youngest in
hsgmupnnd now at 70 he
gy
ynrest

we have n:rwmaﬂl:hemu-
gicians expiring on us,” said
Paul Knechtti, one of Wine-
fand's two washboard play-
ers, “We are in need of some
warm bodies.”

Contact Kobert Jordan at
25-RY7-2184, Follow him at
Twitter.comrobjordanl27.






